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A Long-legged Whiskered Bat, Myotis frater, with Reduced Pigmentation,
from Oshidomari, Rishiri Island

Masahiko Saro

Rishiri Town Museum, Senhoshi, Rishiri Is., Hokkaido, 097-0311 Japan

Abstract. One female long-legged whiskered bat, Myotis frater, with reduced pigmentation, was captured

by mist net in forest at Oshidomari, northern Rishiri Island, Hokkaido, Japan, on 25 August 2004. The fur

color was pale brown, and the skin was so transparent that blood vessels were clearly identified without

supplemental lighting. This phenotype might be caused by leucism, because the bat had pigmented eyes.

This is the first recorded finding of leucism of this bat species.
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Figure 1. Female of Myotis frater with

reduced pigmentation captured at
Oshidomari. a. head, b. dorsal view,
X c. wing, d. tail and interfemoral mem-
| brane, e. ventral view of abdomen.
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