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Records of Viola blandaeformis at Rishiri Island
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Abstract. Records of Viola blandaeformis at Mt. Rishiri are revised from the literature, websites, specimens

and a 2010 field survey. This species does not appear in recent floral lists for Rsihiri Island (Tatewaki,

1941; Matsuno, 1984). The most recent record was a website photo, taken on the Oshidomari trail in 2009.

Although some references and another website show Rishiri Island on their distribution maps for this spe-

ceis, no cited original publications and/or specimens are noted in these publications. From earlier research,

we knew that the distribution record on the website was based on a specimen deposited in the Hokkaido

University Museum. We found this specimen, which was colleced by S. Kawano and H. Toyokuni on 11th

June 1956 on Mt. Rishiri. It is accepted that this specimen is the first confirmed record of the species from

this island. We also confirmed two flowers of this species found on the forest floor under Pinus pumila and

Alnus crispa subsp. maximowiczii at an altitude of 1000-1400 m on the Oshidomari trail of Mt. Rishiri dur-

ing our field survey in 2010.
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Figure 1. Viola blandaeformis. a: the specimen collected in 1956 at Rishiri Island. b: one of flowers confirmed in 2010 at Mt.
Rishiri.
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