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Stone Monuments along the Trails on Mt. Rishiri, Northern Hokkaido
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Abstract. Nine stone monuments and two related item along the three trails of Mt. Rishiri are recorded

with photos. The discovery of a Sanskrit letter on a large rock near the summit is among them. There are

no other extant records of monuments inscribed with Sanskrit letters from this island. The letter stands for

"Aizen-Myo06", one of the “Wisdom Kings” in Vajrayana Buddhism who is closely related to another Wis-

dom King, "Fudo-Myod". According to ancient traditions (Yasuda, 1991), a Buddhist priest made a first trail

up Mt. Rishiri in the late Meiji period and placed a wooden image of "Fudo-Myo6" in a small shrine on the

summit. We propose that the Sanskrit letter might have been inscribed by the priest as well. This would be

valuable evidence in support of traditions regarding the history of climbing of Mt. Rishiri.
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