FIFLE%E (30): 67-72, March 2011

ABT5 VU s D RSB DR

T 072-0005 EMHH44k2 THG6-1

Characteristics of Avifauna of Japan's Northern Territories
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Abstract. Based on ornithological literature published the characteristics of avifauna of Japan’s Northern

Territories (JNT) were described. A total of 281 species has been recorded from JNT. Of them residents are

18%, summer visitors 30%, winter visitors 13%, transients 21% and other species are accidental. Of sum-

mer visitors and residents 127 species breed on islands of JNT. Between JNT and Hokkaido the number of

common breeding species are 121 and Jaccard’s coefficient is 0.74. On the other hand, the corresponding

values are 37 and 0.27 for JNT and central Kuril, 35 and 0.21 for JNT and North Kuril, and 33 and 0.19

for JNT and Kamchatka, respectively. These facts indicate that avifauna of JNT is more similar to that of

Hokkaido than those of other adjacent areas. On islands of JNT some species such as Tarsiger cyanurus

and Nucifraga caryocatactes distributing at high altitudes in Hokkaido occur at low altitudes and other

some species such as Grus japonensis have dispersed recently from Hokkaido and began to breed there.
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