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Number of Slaty-Backed Gull Nests on Artifacts in Fishing Ports,
North-Western Hokkaido

Makoto HASEBE

Hokkaido Seabird Center, Haboro-cho, Tomamae-gun, Hokkaido, 078-4116 Japan

Abstract. 125 Slaty-backed Gull Larus schistisagus nests were found on artifacts in fishing ports between

Teshio and Obira regions, north-western Hokkaido. 74% of the nests were on breakwaters, and the others

were on roofs. 91% of the nests on the breakwaters were inaccessible from land. These suggest that the

gulls prefer nesting on inaccessible breakwaters with lower predation risk to accessible breakwaters and

roofs. 90% of the total nests were found in fishing ports less than 40km away from natural breeding sites

on Teuri Island, implying that the Gulls dispersed from Teuri to the adjacent fishing ports.
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