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Toe Specimen of a Brown Bear (Ursus arctos, Ursidae)
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Masahiko Sato", Mikio Kanepa?, Fumito Yamava? and Tsutomu Mano®
! Rishiri Town Museum, Senhoshi, Rishiri Is., Hokkaido, 097-0311 Japan

“Midori-machi, Kutsugata, Rishiri Is., Hokkaido, 097-0401 Japan

JRishirifuji Town Board of Education, Oshidomari, Rishiri Is., Hokkaido, 097-0101 Japan

Ynstitute of Conservational Sciences, Hokkaido Research Organization, Kita 19 Nishi 12, Kitaku, Sapporo, 060-0819 Japan

Abstract. Tracks of a bear (Ursus arctos, Ursidae) were found by a fisherman on the shoreline at Minami-

hama, southern Rishiri Island, on May 30th, 2018. Because this is only the second known occurrence of a

brown bear on this island (Hatta, 1912) since May, 1912, the last year of the Meiji Period, the landing was

broadcast on national news throughout Japan. Although traces such as foot prints, dung and photos by

sensor camera were confirmed in many locations on the island, no more traces were found after July 12th.

When Mr. Ando, who was born in Motomura, Senhoshi, southern Rishiri Island, heard about the current

landing of the bear on Rishiri Island, he decided to donate a dried bear toe to the Rishiri Town Museum

on June 5th. His grandmother, Chiyo Kawamura, gave him this toe specimen including a claw, during his

childhood, as the toe of a bear killed by fishermen at Asahihama, western Rishiri Island, in 1912. On the

basis of an interview-based investigation, the Kawamura family at Motomura is related to the Takizawa

family at Asahihama, the place of the killing of the bear in 1912. This dried toe is the only reputed physi-

cal evidence of the first bear’s landing on the island.
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