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Distribution of the Yellow Wagtail, Motacilla flava, in Hokkaido
during the Breeding Season
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Abstract. The Yellow Wagtail, Motacilla flava, was censused along 1,169 transects (2 km in length) situated

in 1,034 quadrats (4.5 x 5.0 km in size), in Hokkaido from late April to late July, 1976-2019. The distri-

bution data for Yellow Wagtails were obtained additionally from spot census results and a review of the

literature. Distribution data were obtained from a total of 1,662 quadrats including 1,034 quadrats above-

mentioned. Yellow Wagtails were recorded in northern areas, occurring in 2.0 % of 1,662 quadrats. The

southernmost points at which Yellow Wagtails were recorded are 44.16N along the Japan Sea and 43.56N

along the Okhotsk Sea. At present it is considered that breeding population densities of this species are

very low.
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Fig. 1. Distribution of Motacilla flava during the breeding season in Hokkaido (1976-2019). Circles represent 4.5 x 5.0 km
quadrates. @ =quadrats with birds detected, O =quadrats with no birds detected, - =quadrats with no census.
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